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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic circumstance of
farmers (2) fundamental knowledge about coffee production of farmers (3) adoption of coffee production
technology by farmers (4) problems and suggestions for coffee production by farmers.

Population in this research was a number of 130 coffee farmers who joined the project of full-cycle
adjustment for coffee products structure in 2011- 2112 with the Office of Agricultural Extension in Ranong
Province. Data was collected from them by interview. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, mean,
maximum value, minimum value, standard deviation, ranking and data was analyzed by computer programs.

Research results were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with the average age at 51.9
years. They belonged to members of specific agricultural groups but did not hold any social position. Their
main occupation was coffee farmer while their subordinate occupation was fruits plantation. Their average
labor number in household was 2.21 persons. Their average planting area of coffee was 11.98 rai. Their
average experience in coffee plantation was 20.21 years. Their average product in the past year was 159.95
kg/.rai. Their average income from coffee production in the past year was 113,192 baht whereas their average
household expense was 21,657 baht. (2) Knowledge about coffee production of farmers was at high level.
(3) In opinion, adoption of coffee production technology by farmers was at the highest level over 8 issues
namely producing compost from coffee husk, trimming coffee branches, applying Domolite to adjust soil in
the coffee plantation, coffee pests control, applying fertilizer for coffee, cutting branches for rejuvenation, soil
management for coffee plantation on slope area and change of coffee’ top to be of good variety. Except for
adoption at high level which was the coffee variety, Robusta was quite suitable in Ranong Province. Three-
fourth of the farmers adopted to practice in the following orders, from high to low, trimming coffee branches,
applying Dolomite to adjust plantation soil, cutting for rejuvenation, producing compost from coffee husk,
pests control and applying fertilizer. (4) Overall problem, it was found their problem was at low level while
the high level in production included high cost of fertilizer, marketing problem i.e. underpriced by middlemen
and uncertain price of products. Farmers suggested fertilizer cost be lowered, promotion of using chemical
fertilizer together with organic fertilizer, fixed price of coffee be officially set and production control. Also, it
was suggested a study visit to production site of good governance be organized so as to initiate improvement
of their coffee production in the future.

Keywords: Adoption of Technology, Coffee Production, Ranong Province
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